
Kamal Mishra 
MUMBAI 

As the state polls draw closer, 
the city is buzzing with politi-
cal promises, debates and 
rallies. Politicians are leaving 
no stone unturned to woo the 
voters. However, one crucial 
issue seems to be missing from 
the discussions, which is the 
steady decline of Mumbai's 
public transport system, par-
ticularly the bus services pro-
vided by BEST Undertaking. 

Once considered the city's 
second lifeline after local 
trains, BEST buses are now 
facing an existential crisis, 
which has made the daily com-
mute of over 35 lakh 
Mumbaikars increasingly diffi-
cult. Despite being a significant 
citizen-centric issue, no politi-
cal party has included the 
revival of BEST in their elec-
tion manifestos, which show-
cases the indifference towards 
the suffering of the com-
muters. In this report which 
part of the 'Save BEST' cam-
paign, The Free Press Journal 
delves deeper to understand 
the issues plaguing the once-
reliable system and how they 
are impacting not only the pas-
sengers but also the BEST staff. 

 
Shrinking fleet, longer 
wait times, increased 
reliance on contractors 
The BEST fleet has dwindled 
to just 3,000 buses, with nearly 
70% of them being operated 
under wet lease agreements 
with private contractors. The 
dire situation highlights the 
growing reliance on contrac-
tors to sustain the public 
transportation services. The 

existing strength is a stark 
contrast to 2007 when the fleet 
comprised more than 4,600 
buses. The gradual reduction 
in the number of buses has left 
commuters waiting longer at 
bus stops, particularly during 
rush hours. 

The growing reliance on 
wet lease buses has only 
exacerbated the problem. 
“BEST should own more 
buses, but due to a lack of 
funds, we are dependent on 
contractors,” said a senior offi-
cial speaking on the condition 
of anonymity. “We are seeing 
longer queues and slower ser-
vices,” said Sadhana Chavan, 
54, a resident of Mulund. She 
lamented, “It’s frustrating that 

no political party is focusing 
on solving the transport issues 
that affect lakhs of 
Mumbaikars every day.” 

 
Lack of funds root cause 
At the heart of the crisis is a 
lack of funding for the pro-
curement of new buses. With 
the shrinking fleet, there are 
fewer buses on the roads to 
meet the demands of 
Mumbaikars, leading to over-
crowding and increased wait-
ing times. “Many drivers and 
conductors are being reas-
signed to other departments of 
BEST because there aren't 
enough buses to operate. It’s a 
tough situation for all of us,” 
said a BEST bus conductor, 
who wished to remain 
unnamed. 

Workers union, who have 
been fighting for years to 
maintain a fleet of at least 
around 3,300 BEST-owned 
buses, are growing increas-
ingly frustrated. “If the direct 
procurement of new buses 
does not start soon, BEST-
owned buses will disappear 
from the road in the next few 
years,” said a traffic depart-
ment official. 

 
Unfulfilled promises  
to workers 
The decline in the fleet has also 
impacted BEST workers, who 
expressed their frustration 
over not getting their Diwali 

bonuses yet. Although the 
BMC has deposited the funds, 
the money has not been 
credited to employees due to 
the election code of conduct. 
“It’s been almost two weeks 
since Diwali and we still 
haven’t received our bonuses. 
The BMC has deposited the 
funds in the account of BEST, 
but it has yet to be distributed 
to the workers,” said an official. 

Inside sources said that the 
administration has sought 
approval from the competent 
authority to release the 
bonuses, but it has not yet 
received not, leaving the 
employees in lurch. 

 
Political indifference, 
public discontent 
The looming crisis is conspicu-
ously absent from election 
manifestos. “It’s disheartening 
to see that every party is busy 
with divide-and-rule politics, 
while ignoring the very real 
issue of public transport,” said 
Ramesh Kamble, 56, a com-
muter from Vikhroli. “We 
depend on BEST buses for our 
daily lives; whether it's going to 
work, visiting a hospital or 
attending school. The system is 
failing and no one seems to 
care,” he added. 

Despite protests by unions 
and growing public discon-
tent, the political parties have 
not prioritised the BEST’s 
much-needed revival. 
“Without immediate interven-
tion and investment, the future 
of BEST is bleak. Mumbaikars 
deserve a reliable, affordable 
and efficient public transport 
system. It is high time that 
political leaders and the auth-
orities take action to restore 
BEST to its former glory of 
being the city's lifeline,” said 
Sandesh Shirke, 48, while wait-
ing at length for bus number 
115 at CSMT on Friday.
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Extract of Standalone and Consolidated Unaudited  Financial Results for The Quarter and Half Year Ended 30th September, 2024.
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BASANT AGRO TECH ( I ) LTD.
 REGD. OFFICE : - Plot No., 13/2 Kaulkhed, Near S.T. Workshop, Akola - 444 001.

CIN: L24120MH1990PLC058560
STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED  FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2024

Particulars Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year 
Ended

30.09.2024 30.06.2024 30.09.2023 30.09.2024 30.09.2023 31.03.2024
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited

Total Income from operations 8418.22 16514.00 8068.97 24932.22 23258.44 40698.77
Net Pro昀t / (loss) for the period 
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or 
Extraordinary items) 

35.51 265.08 (403.24) 300.59 (172.59) 491.88

Net Pro昀t / (loss) for the period 
before Tax ( after Exceptional and/or 
Extraordinary items) 

35.51 265.08 (403.24) 300.59 (172.59) 491.88

Net Pro昀t / (loss) for the period after 
Tax , Exceptional and/or Extraordinary 
items

33.70 229.23 (375.03) 262.93 (170.14) 395.72

Total Comprehensive income for 
the period (Comprising Pro昀t / loss) 
for the period (after tax) and Other 
Comprehensive income (after tax)

33.70 229.23 (375.03) 262.93 (170.14) 392.14

Equity Share Capital 906.28 906.28 906.28 906.28 906.28 906.28
Reserves (excluding Revaluation 
Reserve) as shown in the Audited 
Balance Sheet of the previous year

16508.94

Earnings per Share (of Rs. 1/- each)

Basic 0.04 0.25 (0.41) 0.29 (0.19) 0.43
Diluted 0.04 0.25 (0.41) 0.29 (0.19) 0.43

Notes:
The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Unaudited Financial Results of quarter and half ended 30th September, 
2024 昀led with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchnage Board of India (Listing obligations 
and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the  Uaudited Financial Results of quarter and half 
year ended 30th September, 2024 are available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges www.bseindian.com and on the 
Company’s website www.basantagro.com

For Basant Agro Tech (I) Ltd
Date: 15/11/2024 Shashikant Bhartia
Place: Mumbai Chairman & Managing Director

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public are hereby informed that our 
client Mrs. Reena Alex Dsouza Aka 
Reena Izak Janumala, widow of 
the late Mr. Izak Yohan Janumala. 
public notice is given under:
1. My client states that her husband 
died intestate leaving behind the 
following legal heirs
(1) Mrs. Reena Alex Dsouza Aka 
Reena Izak Janumala and (2) Ms. 
Christina Reena Izak Janumala. 
are the legal heirs of the deceased 
person and none else has any right, 
will, interest, or claim whatsoever in 
respect of the deceased person. if 
anyone has such a right/s or claim/s 
inform within 15 days. Any objection 
and/or claims after the expiry of 
the period mentioned above shall 
neither be entertained nor be 
binding on our client.

Ad/- Devika Shukla
Add:- A/5, LILAC CHS. LTD.. 

JANGID ENCLAVE, KANAKIA 
ROAD, MIRA ROAD (EAST), 

Thane-401 107
Date: 16/11/2024

‘Future of BEST bus service 
bleak, political will missing’

SAVE  
BEST

Every party is busy 
with divide-and-rule 
politics, while ignoring 
the very real issue of 
public transport 
Ramesh Kamble 
Vikhroli

Struggle speaks...  
We deserve an 
efficient transport 
system. It is high time 
that politicians and the 
authorities take action 
to restore BEST’s glory 
Sandesh Shirke 
CSMT commuter

Commuters say no party has raised the issue, impacting several lakhs

Strict rules to curb luring of 
blood donors with incentives
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

The State Blood Transfusion 
Council (SBTC) has issued a 
stern directive to all blood 
centres and blood donation 
camp organisers, warning 
against offering substantial 
gifts to donors. The move fol-
lows complaints about incen-
tives like helmets, head-
phones and Bluetooth devices 
being used to attract donors, 
which contradicts the core 
principles of voluntary blood 
donation. 

During its 51st meeting held 
on October 8, the SBTC raised 
concerns about flouting the 
principle of voluntary blood 
donation. The council empha-
sised that donation should be 
an altruistic act, free from any 
material compensation, in 
line with the National Blood 
Transfusion Council and the 
World Health Organisation 
guidelines. “Offering such 
incentives risks reducing 
blood donation to a transac-
tional activity, which under-
mines its ethical foundation,” 
said an SBTC official. 

In a circular dated 
November 13, the SBTC out-

lined new measures to ensure 
compliance. “Blood centres 
must secure written under-
takings from organisers, 
affirming that no substantial 

gifts will be distributed. These 
documents must be retained 
for five years and be available 
for inspection by the SBTC or 
the Food and Drug 
Administration,” pointed out 
the official. 

He said that organisations 
applying for or renewing no 
objection certificates for 
blood centres must submit 
affidavits pledging adherence 
to these rules. “Violations 
could result in penalties, 
including the suspension or 
cancellation of operating 
licenses,” he added. 

While substantial gifts are 
prohibited, the guidelines 
allow for small tokens of 
appreciation such as meal 
coupons, badges, T-shirts or 
mementos. These items are 
seen as gestures of gratitude 
and align with the ethos of 
voluntary donation. 
According to the official, the 
daily blood unit requirement 
for Mumbai alone is between 
500-700 units and the city 
needs close to 25,000 donors 
to donate blood every month. 

The whole blood and most 
of the other blood compo-
nents have a shelf life of up to 
45 days.

MEASURES 
TAKEN 
n Blood donation camp 

organisers must give in 
writing that no 
substantial gifts will be 
given 

n Document must be 
retained for 5 years and 
presented to authorities 
if asked 

n Blood centres seeking 
NOC must submit 
affidavits pledging 
adherence to these rules 

n Violations may lead to 
suspension or 
cancellation of 
operating licenses

Frauds pose 
as firm head, 
dupe senior  
staff of `95L
Somendra Sharma 
MUMBAI 

A 61-year-old man, who 
works as a chief accountant at 
a private company, trans-
ferred Rs95 lakh fund to  
fraudsters who impersonated 
the firm director. In order to 
trick the senior citizen, the 
cheaters had used the photo-
graph of the director as the 
WhatsApp display picture 
(DP). 

According to the police, 
the complainant, who hails 
from Dhule, received a 
WhatsApp message from an 
unknown number on 
October 23. “My network sig-
nal is not good right now. This 
is my new WhatsApp. Please 
save it,” read the text. Upon 
checking the DP, the man 
found that it was of the direc-
tor and didn't sense some-
thing amiss. 

Next day, he again received 
a message from the same 
number. “I am currently in a 
meeting with government 
officials and need you to 
handle something. We need 
to pay an advance payment of 
95 lakh for a project,” said the 
message. It further read, 
“They require immediate 
transfer, can we proceed with 
the payment immediately? I 
will send you the client 
account details shortly and 
you proceed with payment.” 

The fraudsters then shared 
the beneficiary account 
details, said the man, adding 
that he made the payment, 
thinking that the instructions 
were from his boss. On 
October 25 when the 
imposter again demanded 
Rs85 lakh, the man brought 
this to the notice of another 
senior official. The cheating 
finally came to the fore, after 
which the sexagenarian 
approached the police.

Air traffic rises due to festive rush
Agencies 
MUMBAI 

Mumbai airport's total pas-
senger traffic increased 4% 
year-on-year to over 4.42 mil-
lion in October, thanks to fes-
tive travel demand, Mumbai 
International Airport Ltd 
(MIAL) said on Friday. 

The Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International Airport 
(CSMIA), the country's second 
busiest airport, handled 4.25 
million passengers in October 
2023. Significantly, this year, 
three major festivals – 

Dussehra, Dhanteras and 
Diwali – fell in October. “The 
CSMIA facilitated travel for 
over 4.42 million passengers 
(3.16 million domestic and 
over 1.25 million interna-
tional) in October. This festive 
season saw a marked surge in 
both domestic and interna-

tional traffic as travellers 
flocked to celebrate the festi-
val of lights,” MIAL said. 

October 26, which fell on 
Saturday before the com-
mencement of the Diwali fes-
tivities, recorded the highest 
number of air traffic move-
ments (ATM), including arri-
vals and departures, with 939 
flights on a single day, mark-
ing it the busiest day in the 
month, MIAL said. The facility 
saw a remarkable rise in ATM 
in October, with 19,848 
domestic and 7,222  
international. 

4.25 million 
Oct 2023 count 

4.42 million 
Oct 2024


